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Silver Chain Home Hospital  

 Silver chain GP Engagement Strategy 
 
By now you should have received the Division's invitation to find out more about the Silver Chain 
Home Hospital workshops which are being held on Wednesday, 7 October at the Canning Divi-
sion's offices and on Friday, 9 October at Gosnells Lotteries House.  We strongly encourage 
that your practice be represented by the Practice Manager or Practice Nurse, or both. 

Pru Jarrah of Silver Chain will be present at both workshops to provide an overview of the new 
Home Hospital initiative and answer any questions that you may have. 

Referral of your "at risk" patients for Home Hospital"  will also provide other benefits such as: 

• Ensuring that your practice's contact details are current for timely communication 
• Improved care outcomes for patients who can be treated at home rather than being admitted to 

hospital 
• Improved responsiveness of the health care system with less delay 
• Increased opportunity for the your patients' usual GP to maintain involvement in their care 
• Improved feedback mechanisms to general practice 
• Payment to your GPs for their registration - $125 per GP 
• Each GP is able to register up to 20 "at risk" patients and receive a payment of $15 per pa-

tient, i.e. up to $300 per GP. 

Silver Chain has recently recruited heavily in order to deliver an extended range of services 
through Home Hospital to the community which will greatly benefit many of your patients. 

We look forward to welcoming you to one of our workshops and just want to remind you that we 
need to receive your registration by Friday this week for catering purposes.  Apologies for the 
short notice.  If you have already registered please disregard this reminder.  We will confirm your 
attendance closer to the day of the workshop. 

                            Keep up the fight against Cervical Cancer 

To help raise awareness of the end of the catch up program, a consumer campaign will be running 
throughout September and October encouraging eligible girls to make an appointment with their GP.  
Your clinic may notice an increase in enquiries regarding HPV Vaccination. 
Tips to ensure eligible girls don’t miss out: 

•Discuss the HPV Vaccine with eligible girls 
•Phone or recall eligible girls who are overdue for their 2nd or 3rd dose 
•Mailer inserts for letter recalls are available by sending a request  to finish.thefight@csl.com.au 
•Ensure adequate supply of the HPV Vaccine in your clinic 
•Contact your CSL Biotherapies rep if your clinic requires any program support materials 
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Which of your patients would benefit 

most from an HMR?  
 

There are the obvious ones that immediately come to 
mind – those on lots of medications, those who are a 
little forgetful. But what about the person who comes 
in with a few bruises and says they were a bit clumsy 
and fell over? Could it be their medication is making 
them dizzy or light headed? They probably don’t 
even mention it to their GP as they feel a bit embar-
rassed about it. There are also patients who are in-
continent – could this just be a weak bladder or is it a 
result of their medications? 
 
How about the patient who is often being referred to 
specialists? Does your practice know if new medica-
tions were ordered or maybe they been in hospital 
recently? Possibly their medication was changed. 
Was there any communication from the hospital 
when the patient was discharged? 
 
These are the patients who really need an HMR but it 
is not usually requested as they don’t fit the “type” of 
patient we imagine would need one. 
 
If you want to know more 
about the HMR programme 
please ring your HMR facili-
tator at your Division of 
General Practice.  
 

 
 
 
 

The National Prescribing service website is worth a look 
for all health professionals. They have information for 
consumers, health professionals, latest research and 
there are number of publications that may be of interest 
to nurses and their patients. To check it out or sign up 
for some of the newsletters listed below go to    
 www.nps.org.au/home 

 
NPS RADAR for timely, independ-
ent, evidence-based assessment 
of new drugs, new PBS listings 
and research for health profession-
als 
 
 
 
Nurses Update is now an email-
only service and is no longer pub-
lished on this website. Subscrip-
tions are available as normal 
 
 

NPS News provides health profes-
sionals with succinct, independent 
information on therapeutic topics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Written by consumers for con-
sumers, MedicinesTalk is a free 
quarterly newsletter that gives you 
reliable, accurate information and 
useful hints on managing your 
medicines. 
 
MedicinesTalk is written and ed-
ited by Ros Wood and Sarah 

Fogg, and overseen by an Editorial Committee compris-
ing medical experts, representatives of consumer or-
ganisations and the National Prescribing Service. The 
opinions expressed in MedicinesTalk are not necessarily 
those of the editors, and do not necessarily represent 
the position of National Prescribing Service Limited. 

AUSMED Courses 
Venue: Rosehill Lodge and Padbury Stables 
             West Parade, South Guilford , Perth, WA   
Law and Nursing  
Thursday, November 5th 2009 
$438.90 (include GST)     CNE 10.5 
 

Assessment and Management of Seriously Sick or 
Injured Children  
Thursday, December 3rd 2009 
$449.90 (include GST)    CNE 10.5 
 

Clinical Nursing Assessment Skills  
Tuesday, February 23rd 2010 
$451.00  (include GST)    CNE 10.5    
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Australian Health Workforce Ministerial Council  
 

HEALTH MINISTERS ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENTS TO NATIONAL BOARDS FOR THE 
NATIONAL REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION SCHEME 

 

The Australian Health Workforce Ministerial Council is very pleased to announce  the appointment of 
the 108 inaugural members of the ten national boards for the new National Registration and Accredi-
tation Scheme for the Health Professions.  The appointments are made under the Health Practitioner 
Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Act 2008.  The appointments are made at this 
stage to enable the national boards to begin preparatory work for the commencement  
of the new national scheme on 1 July 2010. 
 

Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia:   Members 
 

Ms Gillie Anderson             Community member 
Ms Angela Brannelly  Practitioner member (RN and midwife) from the NT 
Prof. Elizabeth (Mary) Chiarella Practitioner member (RN) from NSW 
Ms Anne Copeland  Chair, Practitioner member (RN and midwife) from QLD 
Dr Lynette Cusack             Practitioner member (RN) from SA 
Prof. Denise Fassett          Practitioner member (RN) from Tas 
Mrs Lynne Geri             Practitioner member (EN) from Vic 
Ms Louise Horgan            Practitioner member (RN) from WA 
Ms Mary Kirk             Practitioner member (RN and midwife) from the ACT 
Dr Christine Murphy  Community member 
Ms Heather Sjoberg  Community member 
Ms Margaret Winn             Community member 
 

Ministerial Communique 31.Aug 2009 

Australian Charter of Health 
Care Rights 

In 2008 The Australian Health Ministers adopted the 
Australian Charter of Health Care Rights (the Char-
ter). The Charter has been designed to inform pa-
tients, consumers, families and carers about their 
health rights. 
 
The Charter applies to all types of health care pro-
viders including general practice, community health 
centres and private allied health providers. 
 
The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in 
Health Care recommends the use of the Charter by 
health oriented organisations to better inform their 
clients of their rights when dealing with the organisa-
tion. 
 
The Charter can be downloaded from the Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care’s 
website www.safetyandquality.gov.au. 

  
PNCE Perth 
 
 
 

Reed Medical Education has advised that the 
notes from the Perth PNCE in July have been 
uploaded to their website. Not all speakers gave 
permission for their notes to be displayed.  
 
Below you will find the link to speaker notes 
that they have permission to upload onto their  
website.  
 

http://www.pnce.com.au/perth/perth/

speaker-notes  
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Hot Tips and Tricks for Nurses in General Practice 

Swing into action to protect our children 
 
The Western Australian General Practice 
Immunisation Statistics indicate that a 
large percentage of our children con-
tinue to be at risk of vaccine prevent-
able diseases.  
 
Currently the Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 In-

fluenza Vaccination Program is dominating Immunisation Pro-
grams in General Practice. Please don’t forget routine vaccina-
tions for our children. 
 
 

WA Average for August 2009 

Overall Coverage Rate 87% 

Age range   

0 to <4 months 95% 

4 to <12 months 86% 

12 to <18 months 80% 

18 to <48 months 93% 

48 to <84 months 83% 

Diabetes Management in General Practice 2009/10 
 

The 2009/10 edition of Diabetes Management in General Practice is now available. Diabetes 
Australia in conjunction with the RACGP has provided these guidelines for 20 years and update 
 them annually. RRP $5.50 from Diabetes Australia or downloadable from RACGP website  

 http://www.racgp.org.au/guidelines/diabetes 

Accreditation coming up? Looking for a Practice Manual? 
 

Then check out the Dandenong Casey General Practice Association website. http://www.dcgpa.com.au/
resources/General_Practice_Support/Policy__Procedure_Manual/ 
 

Their fully downloadable manual is based on accreditation standards and can be customised to suit your 
practice. 

4 year old Healthy Kids Check :    When to Bill  Item 709 or 711 
 
If the Nurse does the bulk of the check, and the immunization and the GP sees the child for the immuniza-
tion, then the practice can charge:  
• the nurse item number for kids check and bulk billing item,  Item 711 + 10990 (10991) 
• nurse immunization number and bulk billing item,   Item 10993 + 10990 (10991) 
• a GP consult item and bulk billing number.    Item  3 or 23 + 10990(10991) 
 
If the practice bills the Doctor health check item then they can not also bill a consult item as 
the healthy kids check includes the Dr component of the immunization. They can charge: 
• the Doctor item number and the  bulk bill incentive number,  Item 709 + 10990 (10991) 
• the nurse immunization item number.     Item 10993 + 10990(10991) 

New Arthritis Guidelines 
The RACGP has released three comprehensive clinical practice guidelines for better manage-
ment of osteo, rheumatoid and juvenile idiopathic arthritis. The guidelines are endorsed by the 
NHMRC and will assist GPs and other primary health care professionals in effectively managing and diag-
nosing patients with arthritic conditions. Osteoarthritis is the tenth most commonly managed problem in gen-
eral practice. Over 3.6 million Australians are living with a musculoskeletal condition.  

           The guidelines are available for free download on the RACGP website at www.racgp.org.au/guidelines 


